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the Facebook posts. However, further work seems to be necessary to make the questionnaire less 
complicated and discouraging as it was found that the number of clicks is significantly larger than the 
number of the eventually completed forms. 

To make the access to our data even faster, a script has been developed using the Twitter API 
which automatically uploads the newly determined earthquake locations to the Twitter page of the 
observatory (http://twitter.com/szeizmologia). After posting the result of an automatic location, the 
event is updated with the result of manual determination once completed. Following our Twitter page 
allows the user to get information about the recent earthquakes as soon as the Observatory provides 
the parameters without the need to visit the home page. 

In order to facilitate the communication with the public, a seismological application has been 
developed for the Android platform. Using the same data source as the web and Twitter pages it lists 
and displays the earthquakes in Hungary and the neighbouring countries and enables the user to fill out 
the questionnaire, as well. 

Beyond the increased number of incoming questionnaires, we have observed an additional 
contribution from the web and social networking synergy. In the past it was a usual experience in the 
case of perceptible Hungarian earthquakes that from the affected area we received a lot of incoming 
calls in which the callers inquired whether they really felt an earthquake and if so what was its 
magnitude. In many cases these calls seriously hampered the work of persons on duty. Recently the 
number of incoming calls has drastically decreased. We interpret this phenomenon as the combined 
effect of the fast and reliable information which we provide on the web and the social media. 


